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THE CHARLESTON LAKE ROCK SHELTER

Excavations during the |ast week of May of 1967, conducted for
the Ontario Departnment of Lands and Forests by personnel from Trent
University at the Charl eston Lake Rock Shelter, produced evidence of
at |l east two short periods of occupation. The shelter is situated on
the western shore of Slack Bay on Charleston Lake.!

The natural shelter, formed by the overhang of one |arge rock
ri ses about 50 feet above the water level and is inland approxi mately
one hundred yards (FIG 1 and 2). The rock itself is not honpgeneous
but is conposed of boulders of up to 10 inches in diameter set in a
type of linmestone formati on. Over the years, pieces of the overhanging
rock have broken off and fallen, with the result that nmuch of the
floor is covered with debris, especially as one noves toward the
sout h-west end of the site. Protected as it is fromthe elenments, the
site woul d have provided an excellent shelter for those travelling in
the area

The depth of the dark humus topsoil varied, increasing fromthe
south-west to the north-east of the shelter. Bel ow the hunus | ayer
there were generally two further distinguishable zones in the area
of occupation and only one in other areas. |In areas of occupation,
there were both a dark sandy |ayer and a |ight sandy |ayer, the
former being absent in other areas. In the occupation area, a grey
ashy | ayer existed. Twenty-one five foot squares were excavated (or,
because they ran into the rock face, partially excavated) to a
maxi mum depth of 6 to 8 inches or to a depth where | arge rocks made
deeper penetration inpossible. Areas and crevices too small and
i sol ated for usual archaeol ogi cal techniques were also searched for
cultural remains

The material recovered cane al nost entirely fromthe hunus
layer with only smaller proportions com ng fromthe dark, sandy
layer. No artifacts were found in the light, sandy zone. The
excavation revealed no stratification, but rather a vertica
scattering of materials froma wide time range. This is probably due
to the very shall ow depth of the cultural zone and to the soi

The precise location of the site will not be made public until all
excavati ons have been conpl et ed
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FI GURE 1
The Charl eston Lake Rock Shelter

FI GURE 2
Mai n Area of Cccupation
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itself in which, because of a poorly conpacted nature, artifacts
could easily work their way downward.

Excavated materials included sherds fromthree pottery vessels
several bone points, bone scrapers, one piece of worked stone, |arge
amount s of unworked bone, two nmusket balls, a broken gun flint, and
a netal buckl e.

Two of the three vessels represented on the site closely
resenbl e Jack's Reef Dentate Collar type (FIG 3 to 8 (Rtchie
and MacNei sh, 1949: 106). Using the above classification, the
pottery may be described as foll ows:

Past e:
Tenper: -Git of nediumto large size
Text ure: -The sherds are well fired but exhibit a
tendency to exfoliate.
Col our: -Dark with sone |ight tan and orange pieces.
Sur f ace -The surfaces are snooth with interior
Fi ni sh: channel Ii ng present.

Decor ati on: -blique dentate stanp decorations occur on
the collar. The neck and body do not have a
constant design. Instead they have a
variety of oblique and nostly horizonta
desi gns whi ch have been nade by using a
push-pul |l nethod and a straight stanping
net hod. The bases of the pots appear to
have been snooth with sonme straight |ine
i nci sions.

Form -The lips of the two pots differ, one being
flattened while the other is pointed. The
rinse are slightly excurvate. The neck and
sides appear to be straight with elongated
and conoi dal bases probably.

Tenpor al -Late Point Peninsula (circa 500 - 700 A D.).

Range:

Geogr aphi cal -Central New York and Eastern Ontario

Range:

The third vessel represented (FIG 9 and 10) can be classified
as very like the Onvasco Herringbone of Ritchie and MacNei sh's
classification. It can be described as foll ows:

Past e:
Tenper: -Git of generally snmall size.
Text ure: -Flaky and crunbly (this is characteristic
of the early period of this type).
Col our: -Cenerally a reddish col our. Because of

poor firing, there is an abrupt change in
colour near the center of the pottery in
cross section.
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FI GURE 3
Pottery Vessel
Exterior Vi

FI GURE 4
Pottery Vessel
1 Interior View
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FI GURE 5 FI GURE 6
Pottery Vessel No. 1 Pottery Vessel No. 1
Cross Section Top Vi ew

FI GURE 8 Pottery
Vessel No. 2 Exterior Vessel No. 2 Cross
Vi ew Section
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FI GURE 9 Pottery
Vessel No. 3
Exterior View

FI GURE 10
Pottery Vessel No. 3
Interior View
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Sur f ace: -Coarsely cord nmarked on the body and then
slightly snoothed over. Interiors are
snoot h.
Decor ati on: -Extending down fromthe lip in a herring-

bone pattern consisting of parallel hori-
zontal rows of elenments which are oblique
in alternate directions. Dentate design
occurs on the lip and rimand there are
oblique inpressions on the riminterior.

Form -Rim- Qutflaring
Lip - Flattened and roughened by a corded
t ool

Neck — Constricted.
Body - El ongated (probably)
Base - Rounded or conoi dal

Tenpor al -This type occurs throughout Onasco tines

Range: and is also present in Late Point Penin-
sula period (circa 600 - 900 A D.).

Geogr aphi cal -This type has a wide distribution in New

Range: York State, Northern New Jersey, and

Pennsyl vania. It also appears on the Ont-
ario peninsula and in Coastal New Engl and

The bone material fromthe site included a bone punch, a bone
scraper, a bone point and ot her pieces showi ng signs of human work-
nmanshi p. The bone point was the best preserved as it had been
partially burnt and thus hardened in the fire. The remaining pieces
were very fragile and easily broken.

Apart from bone artifacts, there were a great many of unworked
br oken pi eces of bone - the remains of sone |ong past neals.
Represented were bird and fish bones in small nunbers, and, nost
conmmonl y, beaver and deer. There were al so bones from sone | arger
ani mal , possibly npbose. As is usual in finds of this nature, all of
t he bones had been broken for the extraction of marrow. The
concentration of bone was greatest around the largest fire hearth
area in a space of about four squares.

Stone material from the site was al nbst non-exi stant except
for one small rounded stone which may well have served as a whet-
stone and a broken gun flint.

This brings us to the snmall collection of artifacts which
dates from post-contact times. These include the above-nmentioned
gun flint, two nusket balls and a buckle. The gun flint is nade of
a greyish-yell ow European flint and the nusket balls are
approxi mately sixty calibre. One mght hazard a guess that they
bel onged to early French travellers but this linited anmount of
informati on makes such a statenment very unsatisfactory.

One of the nost interesting features found on the site was a
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large pit. It measured about one and one-half feet by three feet by
about one foot deep. The pit contained no artifactual material but
instead was filled with stones about five inches in dianmeter and
very dark sand. It was beside a large fire area and one possible
expl anation of its use may be that at one tinme it was lined with
sonme wat er proof substance, possibly birch bark and pitch, and used
to heat water by imersion of fire-heated rocks.

We can conclude, then, that there were at | east two distinct
periods during which this rock shelter was used as a short-term
canp by travellers in the area. The first was during the Late
M ddl e Whodl and peri od. These were the people who have left the
pottery and bone tool remains. They nust have cone before several
of the largest rocks fell fromthe ceiling covering this material.
The second group left musket balls, flints and a buckl e and mnust
have arrived sonmetinme after the contact period. Neither group
coul d have stayed |l ong since the cultural accumul ation was slight,
but both were there |ong enough to | eave evidence of their stay
for future archaeol ogi cal investigations.
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